
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Larchmere PorchFest 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: 9th Annual Larchmere PorchFest, Saturday, June  17, 2017 

Your Project Summary: Larchmere PorchFest is an annual celebration of music and community comprised 

of 33 musical performances on porches, stoops and patios throughout the Larchmere neighborhood.  The 

event is FREE and open to the public. It begins midday with a single opening performance, followed by a 

schedule of multiple simultaneous performances throughout the neighborhood, culminating with a 2 

band finale that brings the crowd and neighborhood together in celebration. Once concluded, 3 after 

parties take place. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I would like to recommend full CAC funding for Larchmere PorchFest's annual Larchmere 

PorchFest. This event provides clear public benefit - it engages the public via free music performance 

throughout the Larchmere neighborhood via an extremely diverse series of artists. Specifically, I think this 

project contributes to both real public benefit and artistic and cultural vibrancy because it gets the public 

out of their houses and into the streets in order to experience diverse arts *together*. That Larchmere 

PorchFest is particularly concerned with ensuring the environmental sustainability of their event 

furthermore tells me they are interested in the continuous improvement of their event. PorchFest recruits 

and retains diverse and engaged staff and volunteers, and by sets reachable goals, so - I see no issue with 

this organization being able to fulfill the capacity aspect of a CAC grant. The supplemental video really 

showcased the diversity of both the players and the crowds. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - this application meets the funding criteria. This is the perfect example of what can happen 

when a group of neighborhood residents unites to look at their neighborhood assets and their 

neighborhood dreams - PorchFest. The project has strong public benefit. It is conceived and driven by the 

neighborhood residents and has led to engagement by neighborhood businesses. The artistic and cultural 

vibrancy is also strong with a diverse menu of offerings on 30 different porches for jazz, blues, rap, folk, 

country, indie, fusion, and more. The selected talents have strong reputations locally and regionally. They 

operate the festival each year for less than $25,000 with an all-volunteer force committed to paying 

musicians a "fair" wage for their work. The application was also written in friendly neighborhood voice 

that well reflected the project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This is a fantastic example of a project serving 

its community. It uses knowledge of its community to drive its work and has developed many meaningful 

relationships to offer this free event. It is very creative and it always looking for improvement as evidenced 

by the work of its various committees and the goal to be more sustainable. Providing compensation to 

the bands is a plus. Capacity is clear and the sustainable goal is to be commended. The budget is clear and 

satisfactory, but my only critique is to be careful when listing in-kind income and not any matching 

expenses that off-set the income. On the surface, the budget shows a surplus of nearly $9,000. However, 

most of that is not a cash surplus, but rather due mostly to in-kind man hours. 

 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: YES: I love this idea - how it draws from artists/performers in the Larchmere community and 

brings in audiences from both within and outside of the neighborhood by having artists perform on their 

porches and stoops - a twist on open studios. The organizers have been producing this program for 7 years 

and have a month-by-month plan and working committees to guide planning.  The goal of the program is 

also quite unique in making the program sustainable and reducing environmental impact through offering 

more recycling bins. Community and in-kind donations are heavily involved and invested in this project. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community, and seems to also make great use of community partners/collaborators. I was particularly 

drawn to the idea that "PorchFest celebrates the porch as a driver of community by acknowledging its 

role as a bridge between private and public space and then using that space as a stage for music 

performances to bring the community together." This thinking and approach make everyone involved a 

vested collaborator. While this project only encompasses one day of activity, the applicant demonstrates 

a thorough grasp of its community and its needs. I am particularly impressed by the applicant's use of 

multiple committees to delineate responsibilities/tasks and ensure the festival's continued success. The 

structure of the committees demonstrates a clear understanding of the need for reflection to ensures 

fresh programming & continuous improvement. I appreciate, for example, the manner in which the 

logistics committee will be tasked with addressing the "growing need for parking, trash removal, food 

vendors and security among other details" tied to growth. To that end, the project goals are clearly stated, 

and the measurements listed are both clear and quantifiable. The budget is clear, and the festival's 

previous success makes me confident in the applicant's organizational capacity to carry the project 

through. The support materials were a great example of how to demonstrate artistic vibrancy and offer a 

snapshot of the public impact. 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


